
Welcome to the second edition of the Duke Clinical Research Institute
(DCRI) Neurosciences quarterly newsletter. This newsletter is designed
to help you - our sponsors and colleagues - stay up-to-date on our
exciting research news, publications, events, and faculty.

About DCRI Neurosciences Medicine  

DCRI Neurosciences Medicine conducts psychiatry- and
neurology-focused phase I-IV clinical trials. The thought
leadership and guidance of our Duke faculty, who are also
practicing physicians, set us apart. 

Our leadership team brings to our work a depth of
knowledge in therapeutic areas spanning autism,
neurocritical care, early-phase neurology studies,
neuromuscular and neurodegenerative diseases, ADHD
and SUD, mood and anxiety disorders, stroke, sleep, and

cognition. The team works directly with clinical operations, biostatistics, and data
management specialists to design and conduct right-sized, clinically meaningful trials
for biotech and pharmaceutical companies. Learn more about our faculty and
expertise.

Meet Our Director

https://dcri.org/our-work/therapeutic-expertise/neurosciences-medicine/


Click here to view feature video

Daniel Laskowitz, MD, MHS
Director of Neurosciences Medicine, Duke Clinical Research Institute
Professor and Vice Chair of Neurology
Professor of Anesthesiology and Neurobiology
Director, Neurovascular Laboratories

Our director's research focuses on the identification of new therapies for the
treatment of stroke and acute brain injury. He operates a neuroscience translational
laboratory, which uses molecular biology and transgenic technology to evaluate
cellular mechanism of brain injury and secondary neuronal injury. These results are
translated to clinically-relevant small animal models with the ultimate goal of
exploring new therapeutic interventions in the clinical setting of cerebral ischemia,
intracranial hemorrhage, and closed head injury. Dr. Laskowitz's translational
research also focuses on the use of biomarkers, both to investigate cellular
mechanisms of post-traumatic neurodegeneration and to provide diagnostic and
clinical information in the setting of ischemic and traumatic brain injury.
 
Dr. Laskowitz has also been the DCRI global PI on SOCRATES - a phase III stroke
trial - and currently serves as the co- PI on COBIS, which evaluates the use of
umbilical cord blood transfusion in patients with acute stroke. He designed one of the
first multicenter trials evaluating the role of serum biomarkers in stroke (the BRAIN
study, published in Stroke, 2009), and the first translational study evaluating the use
of statins in subarachnoid hemorrhage (published in Stroke, 2005). He has served as
the site PI for a number of trials in stroke and acute brain injury, include SyNAPSe,
evaluating the use of progesterone in TBI; ALIAS, an NIH study evaluating the role of
albumin in acute stroke; and ACTION, evaluating the role of the monoclonal antibody
natiluzimab in acute stroke. He serves as the PI for an NIH grant establishing a
training collaboration with stroke neurologists in China. He is a fellow of the American
Heart Association, American Academy of Neurology, and the American Neurological
Association, and has authored and co-authored more than 170 peer-reviewed
articles.
 
His role at the DCRI has him overseeing both psychiatry and neurology. This group
consists of trials and research in the phase I-IV space in devices, drugs, and, lately,
games. As director, each trial and sponsor is in his hands.
 
"The success of Neurosciences Medicine at the DCRI is attributed to the deep
commitment and expertise of our faculty in a wide range of research areas,"
Laskowitz said. "It is really just an honor to have a chance to work with our faculty,
and help them leverage  knowledge in psychiatry, psychology, neurology,
neurosurgery, and anesthesiology to help sponsors design and conduct clinically
meaningful and efficient trials."

Digital Health Clinical Trials Symposium   

The DCRI hosted an inaugural Neurosciences Medicine
Digital Health Clinical Trials Symposium in San Francisco this
February. The agenda included a wide-ranging discussion of
the current state of clinical trials for games, apps, and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmQPYvuNKzw&feature=youtu.be


electronic medical devices to diagnose or alleviate symptoms
of psychiatric and neurological disorders.

"There are unique challenges in digital health applications for
neurosciences medicine, and the genesis of this meeting was
the concept of bringing together experts to identify and
develop solutions to move the field forward," said Dr. Andrew
Krystal in opening remarks. Read more about the
presentations and key takeaways.

Upcoming Conferences, Meetings, and Speaking Engagements

American Academy of Neurology
Please join our team at this year's AAN annual meeting,
April 21-27. We will be at booth #971, and many of our
faculty will be there to answer questions and participate in
meetings. Hope to see you in Boston!

Dr. Jeff Guptill
Neuromuscular and Clinical Neurophysiology
Treatment of Autoimmune Myasthenia Gravis: Evidence-
based and New Developments
11:25 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Saturday, April 22
 
Dr. Aatif Husain
Clinical Neurophysiology Section Chair
 Noon-1:00 p.m. Monday, April 24 
Faculty, Neurophysiologic Intraoperative Monitoring Course
 1:00-5:00 p.m. Monday, April 24
Course Director, Continuous EEG Monitoring
 1:00-3:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 25

World Intracranial Hemorrhage Conference
Dr. Luke James, Jennifer Hart and Dr. Daniel Laskowitz 
"A proof-of-concept study to evaluate the administration of CN-105 in participants
with acute supratentorial intracerebral hemorrhage (CATCH Trial)"
May 2 in Baltimore, Maryland

International Conference on Myasthenia Gravis and Related Disorders
Dr. Jeff Guptill
Planning committee and session chair for upcoming meeting: Future Clinical Trials in
Myasthenia Gravis
May 16 in New York City

Autism Webinar
Dr. LinMarie Sikich
Webinar: TEACCH on Autism Spectrum Disorders and Psychosis
May 24 and May 31 in Chapel Hill, N.C.

https://dcri.org/digital-health-neurosciences/


New Publications  

1. Yi JS, Russo MA, Massey JM, Juel VC, Hobson-Webb LD, Gable K, Raja SM,
Balderson K, Weinhold KJ, Guptill JT. B10 cells frequencies and suppressive
capacity in myasthenia gravis are associated with disease severity. Front
Neurol, 8:34, 2017. doi: 10.3389/fneur.2017.00034.
 

2. Ericson JE, Zimmerman KO, Gonzalez D, Melloni C, Guptill JT, Hill KD, Wu H,
Cohen-Wolkowiez M. A systematic literature review approach to estimate the
therapeutic index of immunosuppressive drugs after renal transplantation. Ther
Drug Monit, Feb;39(1):13-20, 2017. doi: 10.1097/FTD.0000000000000364.
PMID: 28081041 PMCID: PMC5235278 
 

3. Juel VC, Sanders DB, Hobson-Webb LD, Massey JM, Guptill JT, O'Brien F,
Wang JJ, Howard JF. Marked Clinical and Jitter Improvement after Eculizumab
in Refractory Myasthenia. Muscle Nerve, in press, 2017. doi:
10.1002/mus.25620. PMID: 28214342
 

4. Shakhnovich V, Smith B, Guptill J, James L, Collier D, Wu H, Livingston C,
Zhao J, Kearns GL. Lean Body Weight Dosing of Pantoprazole is Safe and
Appropriate in Obese Children with Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease
(GERD). Clin Pharmacol Ther, 101(S1):S46, 2017.
 

5. Lopes RD, Guimarães PO, Kolls BJ, Wojdyla DM, Bushnell CD, Hanna M,
Easton JD, Thomas L, Wallentin L, Al-Khatib SM, Held C, de Barros E Silva
PG, Alexander JH, Granger CB, Diener HC. Intracranial hemorrhage in
patients with atrial fibrillation receiving anticoagulation therapy. Blood. 2017
Mar 29. doi: 10.1182/blood-2016-08-731638. [Epub ahead of print]
PMID:28356246 
 

6. Mahmood R, Khan A, Sanders D, Narayanaswami P, Law N, Guptill JT.
Managing Myasthenia Gravis with Immunosuppressive Drugs: Lessons from
the Patient Perspective. 2017 American Academy of Neurology Annual
Meeting, Boston, MA, PS2.
 

7. Tsai J, Guptill JT, MacLeod DB, Husain A, Smith S, Patroneva A. Phase 1
Study to Determine the Pharmacokinetics, Pharmacodynamics, and Safety of
IV Ganaxolone in Healthy Adults.London-Innsbruck Colloquium on Status
Epilepticus and Acute Seizures, April 2017. 

New Award  

Dr. LinMarie Sikich is co-investigator on R01 HD088007-01A1 "Characterizing the
(epi)genetics of oxytocin response in clinical and animal models." With Simon G.
Gregory (Duke Neurology contact PI), co-PIs Yong-Hui Jiang (Duke Pediatrics) and
Sheryl S. Moy (UNC). Began February 14, 2017.



DCRI Neurosciences Global Community Building  

In Uganda, where about 700,000 people are living with
untreated epilepsy due to traumatic brain injuries and birth
defects, there are only four neurologists who can treat the
disease with medication. The capacity to monitor epilepsy
with electroencephalogram (EEG) or perform epilepsy
surgery-which can cure up to 75 percent of epilepsy
patients-is currently nonexistent.  

Michael Haglund, distinguished professor of neurosurgery
at Duke, neurobiology and global health, is determined to

change the game for Ugandan epilepsy patients, and he's laying the groundwork with
a new grant from the UCB Societal Responsibility Fund to establish the Uganda
Epilepsy Centers of Excellence.

With the help of Brad Kolls and Danny Laskowitz of the DCRI Neurosciences Team
and a partnership with Cadwell Industries, Haglund said they'll be able to extend
epilepsy monitoring beyond the hospital setting. Read more about this global health
initiative. 
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If you would like more information or have questions, 
please contact Jennifer Hart, Assistant Director, DCRI Neurosciences Medicine, 

at Jennifer.d.hart@duke.edu or via LinkedIn.
We look forward to having you join us on our journey as we change tomorrow's medicine today. 

Duke Clinical Research Institute | 300 West Morgan Street | Suite 800 | Durham | NC | 27701

http://globalhealth.duke.edu/media/news/dghi-professor-establish-uganda-epilepsy-centers-excellence
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